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(b4) A system and method for equipment design and production 



(57) a personal design system according to the 
present invention designs the appearance of an equip- 
ment suiting the sensibility and the physical features of 
a uset by establishing data communication between a 
use* teimmal comprising a user information inputting 
section and a server on the side of a producer. The user 
inputs user information such as the sensibility and the 
physical leatures of the user corresponding to the 



designed appearance of the equipment using the user 
information inputting section. The equipment having the 
designed appearance intended by the user is produced 
on the basis of the inputted user information and a data- 
base provided in the server by designing means pro- 
vided in the user terminal. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to a CAD (Computer Aided Design) system, and more particularly, to a per- 
sonal design system to which input can be simply provided for a general consumer and a personal equipment produc- 
tion system for actually producing an equipment having an appearance designed in the personal design system. 

70 

Description of the Prior Art 

In recent years, as a CAD system, ones for an engineer having a certain degree of skill such as a two-dimensional 
CAD and a three-dimensional CAD have spread. However, the production of appearance of an equipment by a conven- 
15 tional CAD system requires complicated operations, whereby the CAD system is difficult for a general consumer which 
is not a specialist to handle. 

In recent years, therefore, a device so adapted as to design the appearance of an equipment on the basis of an 
inputted word representing a user's intention (hereinafter referred to as a sensible word) has been proposed in the 
design of a front door, for example (see Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 103347/1994). 

20 However, the above-mentioned conventional equipment appearance design device is merely an equipment 
appearance design support device, and has the disadvantage in that it is difficult to construct a large-scale database 
required to cope with sensible words inputted by a variety of users. 

Furthermore, the conventional equipment appearance design device only displays an image with respect to input 
of a sensible word representing a user's intention. Particularly when a user visually recognizes an equipment or the like 

25 displayed in a three-dimensional manner and desires to further input a sensible word, it is difficult for the user to suitably 
express an image intended by himself and herself with respect to the equipment displayed on a display screen in a 
three-dimensional manner. In addition, it takes long to change three-dimensional data on the basis of the inputted sen- 
sible word and display the equipment on the display screen in a three-dimensional manner, whereby it takes long to 
input the sensible word. 

30 Furthermore, the above-mentioned equipment appearance design device cannot evaluate the ease of use in a cer- 
tain use environment of an equipment having a designed appearance, for example, the interior and the exterior of a 
house, a living room and a bedroom even in the same house, and the morning and the night even in the same living 
room. 

On the other hand, it is considered that an electronic/mechanical equipment spreading on the market is produced 
35 using the above-mentioned conventional CAD system by an engineer on the side of a producer (a corporation) manu- 
facturing products. The electric/mechanical equipment is produced in accordance with a predetermined standard such 
as the taste or the physical features of a standard person. Consequently, an electronic/mechanical equipment (for 
example, a shape and a pattern) suiting the taste and the physical features of each user is hardly produced and sold. 
In recent years, with diversifying desires of users, the provision of an electronic/mechanical equipment reflecting & 
40 shape, a color and a pattern conforming to an image (sensibility) required by a user has been paid attention to 

In order to provide an electrical/mechanical equipment based on the design of an appearance conforming to an 
image (sensibility) required by a user, a system for producing the electronic/mechanical equipment on the basis of the 
design of the appearance intended by the user is required. That is, in order to satisfy the above-mentioned requirement, 
a system for performing a series of processing from the design of the appearance of the equipment conforming to the 
45 user's intention to the production of the electronic/mechanical equipment is required. 

The present invention has been made in view of the above-mentioned prior art and has for its object to provide a 
personal design system which is very simple to handle and can design the appearance of an equipment suiting the sen- 
sibility and the physical features of a consumer by establishing data communication. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a personal equipment production system for producing an 
so equipment on the basis of its appearance designed in conformity to a consumer's intention. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a personal design system capable of shortening time to 
input an image (sensibility) intended by a user and capable of making it easy to extract a user's intention. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide a personal equipment production system for estimating facility 
and the like of a designed equipment, corresponding to the environment in which the equipment is used. 

55 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A personal design system according to the present invention is characterized by comprising a server storing a sen- 
sibility database of a standard person statistically processed, a user terminal network-connected to the server, a user 
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information inputting section provided in the user terminal for inputting user information such as sensibility from a user, 
a displaying section provided in the user terminal for displaying an image, designing means for designing the appear- 
ance of an equipment suiting the taste of the user on the basis of the user information sent from the user information 
inputting section, and graphics processing means for producing image display data representing the designed appear- 

5 ance of the equipment and outputting the image display data to the displaying section. 

According to the above-mentioned construction, the user visually recognizes a sample model or the like of the 
equipment on the displaying section and inputs the user information such as sensibility in the user information inputting 
section so that the appearance of the equipment has a desired design. The designing means designs the appearance 
of the equipment suiting the taste of the user on the basis of the inputted user information while using data in the sen- 

io sibilrty database, for example. Consequently, the user can design the appearance of the equipment suiting the taste by 
simple input. Further, the sensibility database can store large-scale and various data because it is stored in not the user 
terminal but the server. Therefore, the personal design system of the present invention can cope with user information 
inputted from a variety of users in the user terminal. Further, the load on a memory in the user terminal can be reduced, 
whereby storage efficiency and processing efficiency can be also improved. The designing means and the graphics 

is processing means may be provided in either the server or the user terminal. When each of the designing means and 
the graphics processing means is composed of a plurality of constituent elements (for example, a sensibility classifica- 
tion and quantification processing section as described later), some of the constituent elements and the remaining con- 
stituent elements may be respectively provided in the server and the user terminal. 

The user information may include sensibility data of the user and persona! information data such as the physical 

20 features of the user. The appearance of the equipment of size conforming to the user's fingers can be designed by the 
designing means, for example, by including the sensibility data of the user and the personal information data such as 
the physical features of the user in the user information. 

The designing means may comprise a sensibility classification and quantification processing section connected to 
the user information inputting section for classifying and quantifying the user information, and a personal information 

25 database storing personal information of the user obtained by the classification and quantification in the sensibility clas- 
sification and quantification processing section. 

According to the above-mentioned construction, the user information such as sensibility inputted in the user infor- 
mation inputting section is classified and quantified in the sensibility classification and quantification processing section, 
and the results of the classification and quantification are stored in the personal information database. When user infor- 

30 mation is inputted again from the user in the user information inputting section, therefore, the designing means can also 
reflect the user information previously inputted on the design of the appearance of the equipment. 

The server may comprise a product shape production database storing the design of a basic model and a knowl- 
edge base storing production knowledge for producing the basic model. In this case, the designing means comprises 
an analysis and inference engine for producing design production data corresponding to the sensibility of the user on 

35 the basis of the sensibility database, the product shape production database, the knowledge base, and the personal 
information database. Consequently, the designing means can design the appearance of the equipment suiting the 
taste of the user better. 

The designing means may comprise a CAD interface for converting the design production data to produce CAD 
data, and a CAD tool for producing sensibility CAD data based on the personal information of the user from the CAD 

40 data. In this case, the CAD interface and the CAD tool are provided in the server, and the produced sensibility CAD data 
is transmitted to the user terminal from the server. 

Furthermore, the designing means may comprise a CAD interface for converting the design production data to pro- 
duce CAD data, and a CAD tool for producing sensibility CAD data based on the personal information of the user from 
the CAD data. In this case, the CAD interface and the CAD tool are provided in the user terminal. 

45 A personal equipment production system according to the present invention is characterized by comprising a 
server storing a sensibility database of a standard person statistically processed, a user terminal network-connected to 
the server, a user information inputting section provided in the user terminal for inputting user information such as sen- 
sibility from a user, a displaying section provided in the user terminal for displaying an image, designing means for 
designing the appearance of an equipment suiting the taste of the user on the basis of the user information sent from 

so the user information inputting section, graphics processing means for producing image display data representing the 
designed appearance of the equipment and outputting the image display data to the displaying section, a design and 
production database provided in the sever and composed of design and production data required to design the appear- 
ance of the equipment and produce the equipment having the designed appearance, and producing means provided in 
the server for accepting the designed appearance ol the equipment from the designing means and accepting the design 

55 and production data from the design and production database to produce the equipment having the designed appear- 
ance. 

According to the above-mentioned construction, the user visually recognizes the design of a basic model to be the 
standard of the equipment on the displaying section in the user terminal, and inputs sensibility or the like representing 
a user's intention, for example, lit one's hands" in the user information inputting section. The appearance of the equip- 
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ment intended by the user is designed by the designing means using the inputted user information such as the sensi- 
bility, and the designed appearance of the equipment is given to the producing means. The producing means produces 
parts such as a casing of an electronic equipment relating to the design of the appearance of the electronic equipment 
on the basis of the designed appearance, and the equipment having the designed appearance is actually produced 
5 using the produced parts and previously prepared parts such as an electronic circuit board not relating to the designed 
appearance. Consequently, it is possible to realize a system capable of performing a series of processing from input of 
the user information such as the sensibility indicating a user's intention to the production of the equipment having the 
designed appearance conforming to the intention. 

The user information may include sensibility data of the user and personal information data such as the physical 
10 features of the user. 

The appearance of the equipment of size conforming to the user's fingers can be designed by the designing means, 
for example, by including the sensibility data of the user and the personal information data such as the physical features 
of the user in the user information. 

The producing means may comprise a judging section for judging whether or not the equipment having the 
/s designed appearance sent from the designing means can be actually produced. 

In a case that the appearance of the equipment in which the common part cannot be incorporated is designed 
when there exist a designed appearance of an equipment which has a problem in safety such as insufficient strength 
of the equtpment and a common part which is not changed by the designed appearance, it is possible to judge that the 
equipment cannot be produced on the basis of the designed appearance intended by the user by providing the judging 
so meant it tz possible to report to the user that the equipment having the designed appearance intended by the user can- 
not be produced, for example, by using the result of the judgment. 

Fur tnermore, the producing means may comprise a part producing section for producing parts of the equipment on 
the basis of the designed appearance of the equipment, a coloring and patterning section for coloring and patterning 
the parts produced in the part producing section on the basis of the designed appearance of the equipment, and a part 
25 assembling section for assembling the parts colored and patterned in the coloring and patterning section into the equip- 
ment on the basis of the design and production data. 

in a personal design system so adapted as to design the appearance of an equipment in a three-dimensional man- 
ner on the basis of a word representing intention, the personal design system according to the present invention is char- 
acterized by comprising means for displaying a two-dimensional view relating to the equipment projected on a 
30 pr edeter mined surface on an image displaying section and displaying a corrected two-dimensional view obtained by the 
co(rect»on based on the word representing intention on the image displaying section when the word is inputted. 

According to the above-mentioned construction, the appearance of the equipment is designed on the basis of the 
word repesentmg the intention (is corrected) with respect to the two-dimensional view, and the corrected appearance 
is r ep esenied by the two-dimensional view, whereby time required for data processing may be small, and the corrected 
3s appearance i ejecting a user's intention can be quickly presented to the user. 

Furthermore, a method of not reflecting the user's intention while viewing the image of the equipment displayed in 
a three cimensonal manner, that is, being conscious of a solid but merely expressing the intention with respect to a two- 
d.mensiona view, for example, a method of expressing a certain intention on a plan view of the equipment, expressing 
the other intention on a side view and expressing the other intention on a bottom view may, in some cases, more easily 
40 extract the user s intention. According to the above-mentioned construction, the extraction of the intention can be made 
easy 

The personal design system may further comprise a database previously storing data representing the two-dimen- 
sional view relating to the equipment projected on the predetermined surface. Specifically, respective data representing 
views such as a plan view, a side view, a front view, and a bottom view may be prepared with respect to the equipment. 
45 On the other hand, the data representing the two-dimensional view relating to the equipment projected on the prede- 
termined surface may be produced on the basis of three-dimensional data of the equipment. 

The personal design system may further comprise a database previously storing data representing the corrected 
two-d.mensional view. For example, a plan view, a side view, a front view, a bottom view, and the like previously 
designed for each word, for example, "urban" or "fit one's hands" may be prepared. On the other hand, it may comprise 
correcting means for correcting the data representing the two«iimensional view on the basis of the word to produce the 
data representing the corrected two-dimensional view. 

The personal design system further comprises judging means for judging whether or not the appearance of the 
equipment can be suitably designed in a three<Jimensional manner from the data representing the corrected two- 
dimensional view with respect to each surface. The data representing the corrected two-dimensional view with respect 
to each surface may be previously stored in the database, or may be produced by automatically correcting when the 
two-dimensronal view is corrected with respect to a certain surface by the correcting means, the two-dimensional view 
with respect to the other surface, as described above. In a case where the two-dimensional view is automatically cor- 
rected with respect to the other surface, the side view and the other two-dimensional view are corrected for a word pre- 
sented when the side view is being viewed, for example, after which the correction for a word presented when a plan 
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view is being viewed may be correction contradictory to the correction in a case where the side view is being viewed, 
that is, the appearance of the equipment may not be designed in a three-dimensional manner In such a case, therefore, 
the judging means judges that the appearance of the equipment cannot be designed in a three-dimensional manner! 
For example, the user is informed of the judgment. On the other hand, in a case where the data representing the cor- 

5 rected two-dimensional view with respect to each surface is previously stored in the database, when the two-dimen- 
sional view on the database is used as it is, it is considered that it is not judged that the appearance of the equipment 
cannot be designed in a three-dimensional manner. When the two-dimensional view is used upon being slightly cor- 
rected, it may be judged that the appearance of the equipment cannot be designed in a three-dimensional manner. 
Various methods can be applied to a method of correcting three-dimensional data of an equipment based on the 

w above-mentioned word. The method of correcting three-dimensional data of an equipment based on the word is not lim- 
ited in the present invention. Examples of a method of correcting three-dimensional data include a method of stocking 
words representing a user's intention presented with respect to each of two-dimensional views such as a plan view, a 
side view and a front view, extracting a design parameter from a sensibility database on the basis of the stoked words 
after all the words are presented, and giving the design parameter to a three-dimensional CAD to design the appear- 

is ance of an equipment in the CAD. and a method of designing the appearance of an equipment in a three-dimensional 
manner even in a three-dimensional CAD in parallel with correction of a two-dimensional view every time a word is 
inputted. Either of the methods may be used. Further, as a method of producing three-dimensional data reflecting a 
user's intention, it is also possible to subject a plan view to correction corresponding to the word as a plan view repre- 
senting a predetermined surface, give coordinates for representing a solid to the corrected plan view, and handle a solid 

so model obtained by extending the plan view in a direction of the coordinates as three-dimensional data reflecting the 
user's intention or three-dimensional data forming the basis thereof. In such a method of producing three-dimensional 
data, three-dimensional data is obtained by relatively simple data processing. 

A personal design system according to the present invention is characterized by comprising a database holding a 
design parameter corresponding to a word representing intention, an equipment appearance designing section for 

25 designing the appearance of an equipment on the basis of the word representing intention, means for producing three- 
dimensional equipment display data of the equipment having the appearance designed in the appearance designing 
section on the basis of design data of the equipment, means for producing three-dimensional background display data 
corresponding to a use environment of the equipment, and means for synthesizing the three-dimensional equipment 
display data and the three-dimensional background display data and making a person image-recognize data obtained 

30 by the synthesis. 

According to the above-mentioned construction, it is possible to evaluate the convenience of use of the equipment 
having the designed appearance under a certain environment, for example, the ease of seeing a display panel under a 
fluorescent lamp in a room or the matching of the interior of the room and the equipment by the above-mentioned image 
recognition. For the method of the image recognition, a method using virtual reality is suitable. 

35 The personal design system may further comprise means for changing the three-dimensional background display 
data in response to a person's request. Consequently, it is possible to arbitrarily change the difference in the environ- 
ment such as the interior and the exterior of a house, a living room and a bedroom even in the same house, and the 
morning and the night even in the same living room at the person's request and spuriously use and see an equipment 
having the appearance designed in the arbitrary environment. 

40 The personal design system may further comprise means for accepting input of the word representing intention in 
a state where the person is made to image-recognize the data obtained by the synthesis, changing the designed 
appearance of the equipment on the basis of the inputted word representing intention, and changing the three-dimen- 
sional equipment display data with the change of the designed appearance. Consequently, it is possible to design the 
appearance of an equipment suiting the taste of the user better while making a user have a virtual-reality experience of 

45 the convenience of use of the equipment having the designed appearance, the matching of the interior of a room and 
the equipment and the like. 

The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects and advantages of the present invention will become more 
apparent from the following detailed description of the present invention when taken in conjunction with the accompa- 
nying views. 

so 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 A is a block diagram showing the outline of a personal design system according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention, and Fig. 1 B is a block diagram shewing another mode of the personal design system shown in 
55 Fig. 1A; 

Fig. 2 is a typical view showing the details of a user interface in the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing the schematic internal construction of a personal equipment production system 
according to a second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a typical view showing schematic processing of the personal equipment production system according to 
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the second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a typical view showing schematic processing of the personal equipment production system according to 
the second embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is an image view showing the schematic construction of a personal design system according to a third 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 7 is a typical view for explaining selection of six surface views of a basic model in the present invention; 
Fig. 8 is a typical view schematically showing an example of display in a case where data representing a front view 
of a basic model is displayed on a display screen in the present invention and input of sensible words of a user; 
Fig. 9 is a typical view in a case where deformed data representing a front view obtained by deformation based on 
sensible words inputted from a user is displayed in the present invention; 

Fig. 1 0 is a typical view in a case where deformed data representing a side view of a basic model obtained by defor- 
mation based on sensible words inputted from a user is displayed in the present invention; 
Fig. 1 1 is an image view showing the schematic internal construction of a personal design system according to a 
fourth embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 12 is an image view showing the schematic internal construction of a personal design system according to a 
fifth embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 13A is a diagram showing the schematic construction of a VR system for producing virtual reality with respect 
to a user in the present invention, and Fig. 13B is a schematic view for explaining a VR globe of the VR system in 
the present invention shown in Fig. 13A; 

Fig. 14 is a block diagram showing the schematic internal construction of a personal design system according to a 
sixth embodiment of the present invention; and 

Fig. 1 5 is an explanatory view showing an image of evaluation of an appearance of an equipment designed by the 
personal design system according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention. 

25 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of a personal design system and a personal equipment production system for actually producing an 
equipment having a designed appearance will be described in detail on the basis of drawings. 

30 (First Embodiment) 

Fig. 1 A is a block diagram showing the outline of the construction of a personal design system according to a first 
embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 1 A, a server on the side of a producer first producing an equipment and 
providing the equipment comprises a general sensibility database 1 suiting the taste of a standard person, a product 

35 shape database 2 storing a basic model, and a knowledge base 3 storing production know-how such as industrial tech- 
nology for producing an equipment suiting the taste of a user 12. 

The general sensibility database 1 is one obtained by statistically processing data of a variety of persons, which 
corresponds to a correspondence between a sensible adjective for expressing feelings in a case where a person 
touches something with his or her hands and wears something, for example, and a predetermined physical parameter. 

40 Examples of data to be stored include a correspondence between a sensible adjective "warm" and a parameter "red", 
for example. 

The product shape production database 2 stores design data of a basic model of an equipment which can be pro- 
vided on the side of a producer. The design data is to be visually recognized by the user 12 on a displaying section in 
a user terminal as described later, and is used for changing the basic model to produce a model of an equipment 
45 intended by the user 12. 

The knowledge base 3 is a database composed of data which forms the basis for judgment in terms of production 
as to whether or not a model of a suitable equipment can be actually produced on the basis of user information such as 
data representing sensibility and data representing physical properties which are obtained from the user 12. 

Description is now made of a terminal on the side of the user 12 (it presupposes that a CAD tool is provided, for 
so example). A user information inputting section 1 1 comprises a user interface section 1 1 a, a tool (hereinafter referred to 
as an interface agent) 13 for accepting sensibility data such as sensibility from the user 12 which is a consumer, a cam- 
era 14 capable of accepting the shape of the fingers, for example, in the form of image data, and a key and a mouse 
used when the user 12 enters the sensibility data such as sensibility. The user information inputting section 1 1 outputs 
the accepted sensibility data, together with the data representing the physical features of the user 12 such as the 
above-mentioned image data, as user information to a sensibility classification and quantification processing section 

The interface agent 13 accepts the sensibility data by a system for making the user 12 answer yes or no to a ques- 
tion about sensibility (not shown) displayed on a monitor screen. Further, the interface agent 13 may accept the data 
representing the physical features by a system of making the user 1 2 answer yes or no to a question about the physical 
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features or the like of the user 1 2 in place of the image data accepted by the camera 1 4. 

The camera 14 is a device in which digital image data is obtained, for example, an electronic still camera. 
The sensibility classification and qualification processing section 1 7 is connected to the user interface section 1 1a 
for classifying the user information accepted by the interface agent 13 and the camera 1 4 and quantitatively establishing 

5 a correspondence between the result of the classification and the sensibility data or personal data 1 9. 

A personal sensibility database 18 stores data obtained by quantifying the sensibility data processed by the sensi- 
bility classification and quantification processing section 1 7 using the general sensbility database 1 . The personal data 
19 is data representing the physical properties or the like of the user 12. Product shape production data 20 is design 
data of a basic model of an equipment selected by the user 1 2 using the interface agent 1 3. 

w An analysis and inference engine 21 synthesizes information in the personal sensibility database 18 and the per- 
sonal data 19 with the production data 20, analyzes the information, and infers what is desired by the user 12, to pro- 
duce product production data 22. 

The product production data 22 is data based on sensibility most suitable for the user 12 which is obtained by the 
analysis and inference engine 21 , and is data in a format which has not been accepted as general CAD data yet. 

is A CAD interface 23 corrects the product production data 22 to commands 24 which can be used on a CAD upon 
format-conversion. The CAD commands 24 obtained by the conversion are replaced with sensibility CAD data 26 by a 
geometric (graphic) engine 25. 

The sensibility CAD data 26 thus obtained is displayed on a monitor screen of a displaying section through a graph- 
ics processing section 15, for example. When an image is displayed on the monitor screen, it is desirable to perform 

20 processing in the graphics processing section 15, and really display the appearance of an equipment, for example, 
designed in conformity to an image of a basic model of the equipment which will be described later and sensibility by 
three-dimensional graphic display. In Fig. 1 A, the outer shape of the equipment is displayed on a window 16 of the dis- 
playing section as an example of the display on the monitor screen. 

Further, there is a case where a user desires to change a design produced once in response to the change in his 

25 or her taste. Therefore, a change operating section 27 produces the contents of the change on the basis of an operation 
of the interface agent 13 by the user, and holds the contents of the change in a storing section 28 composed of a mem- 
ory and the like. The contents of the change are given to the sensibility classification and qualification processing sec- 
tion 1 7. The sensibility classification and qualification processing section 1 7 changes the data in the personal sensibility 
database 18 on the basis of the given contents of the change. It is also possible to directly change the product produc- 

30 tion data 22 by the contents of the change. 

The interface agent 13 will be additionally described. As shown in Fig. 2A, the user 12 enters his or her information 
(for example, sensibility information) from a ten-key 33 or a mouse 34 in accordance with the contents of display of the 
interface agent 13 displayed on a monitor screen 32 of a terminal 31 . Further, the camera 14 can also accept the oper- 
ation and the facial expression of the user 12 as image data. 

35 Furthermore, a basic model in the product shape production database 2 read from the server can be displayed on 
the monitor screen 32 of the displaying section and can be also selected by the user 12, as shown in Fig. 2B. 

Additionally, the appearance of the equipment which can be designed in consideration of the sensibility of the user 
can be also VR (Virtual Reality)<lisplayed through the graphics processing section 15, as shown in Fig. 2C. The user 
information inputting section 1 1 is provided with a VR goggle 36 and a VR globe 37. The user 12 can have a virtual- 

40 reality (VR) experience using the goggle 36 and the globe 37. 

The terminal is provided with a mike 35a or a speaker 35b. The speaker 35b is used for outputting a guidance mes- 
sage or the like in operating the interface agent 13. The mike 35a is used for voice input from the user 12, and is for 
serving the convenience of the user 12 which cannot handle a key or a mouse. 

The function of a personal design system according to the first embodiment will be described on the basis of Figs. 

45 1 A and 2 along the flow of data by taking as an example the time when the appearance of an electric razor is designed. 
At the time of the start, the sensibility database 1 , the product shape production database 2 and the knowledge base 3 
which are constructed in the server on the side of the producer are connected to the user terminal 31 , and the interface 
agent 13 is displayed on the monitor screen 32 of the displaying section. 

The user 12 selects an equipment having an appearance which he or she desires to design so as to suit his or her 

so taste. That is, the user 12 selects a basic model of an equipment closest to his or her taste out of a plurality of basic 
models sent to the user terminal from the product shape production database 2 and image-displayed on the monitor 
screen 32, for example. Further, the user 12 enters sensibility data representing the user's intention upon visually rec- 
ognizing the selected basic model of the equipment. A word representing the user's intention (hereinafter referred to as 
sensibility word), for example, "rounded" is inputted as sensibility data of the user 12. At this time, the camera 14 is 

55 simultaneously started, so that the shape of the face, the physical features, the shape of the fingers of the user 1 2 are 
accepted as image data. 

When input information such as the sensibility data of the user 12 and the image data are thus obtained, the sen- 
sibility data and the image data are inputted as user information to the sensibility classification and quantification 
processing section 1 7 through the user interface section 11a. 
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The sensibility classification and quantification processing section 17 produces the personal sensibility database 
1 8 and the personal data 1 9 by collating the user information with the general sensibility database 1 . At this time, if per- 
sonal sensibility information almost coincides with the contents of the general sensibility database 1, data extracted 
from the general sensibility database 1 becomes, of course, the personal sensibility database 18 as it is. 
5 The personal sensibility database 1 8 and the personal data 1 9 which are produced are then handed to the analysis 
and inference engine 21 , and are combined with the product shape production data 20 of the basic model selected by 
the user 12 and the production know-how stored in the knowledge base 3, to produce the product production data 22 
based on the inputted sensibility. 

The produced product production data 22 is not a format which cannot be understood by all CAD tools. That is, the 
to product production data 22 is a format which cannot be handled by the CAD tools. Therefore, the product production 
data 22 is converted into the general purpose CAD commands 24 through the CAD interface 23. In this case, the prod- 
uct production data 22 becomes product design data which can be handled by various CAD tools. 

The CAD commands 24 are further converted into CAD data through the geometric engine 25. At this time, the sen- 
sibility CAD data 26 representing the design of the appearance of the equipment conforming to the sensibility inputted 
is by the user 1 2 is finally formed. 

The formed sensibility CAD data 26 is displayed as a VR image on the monitor screen 32 through the graphics 
processing section 15. The user 12 can have a VR experience as if he or she saw a model of an electric razor designed 
by himself or herself with his or her eyes and touched it by the VR goggle 36 and the VR globe 37. 

When it is desired to subject the designed model of the electric razor to correction by sensibility as a result of exam- 
20 ination by the above-mentioned VR experience or the like, the user 12 can correct the input information such as the sen- 
sibility data again using the interface agent 1 3 or the like. 

The change operating section 27 produces the contents of the change by the correction. The contents of the 
change is stored in the storing section 28 such as a memory, and is used for producing corrected sensibility CAD data 
26 upon being handed to the sensibility classification and quantification processing section 17 and repeating the sub- 
25 sequent processing again. It goes without saying that the contents of the change are directly reflected on the product 
production data 22. 

Designing means 80 in the present invention comprises the sensibility classification and quantification processing 
section 1 7. the personal sensibility database 1 8. the personal data 1 9. the analysis and inference engine 21 . the CAD 
interface 23, a CAD tool such as the geometry engine 25, the change operating section 27, and the storing section 28. 

30 Although in the first embodiment as shown in Fig. 1 A, all the constituent elements are constructed on the side of the 
user terminal, they may be constructed in the server on the side of the producer in order to reduce the load on the user 
terminal. The graphics processing section 15 may be provided in the server. Further, some of the constituent elements 
in the designing means 80 and the remaining constituent elements may be respectively provided in the server and the 
user terminal. For example, as shown in Fig. 1B, the CAD interface 23, the CAD commands 24, the geometry engine 

35 25. and the sensibility CAD data 26 may be provided in the server on the side of the producer. 

In the first embedment, the information such as the sensibility representing the user's intention is directly inputted 
at the user terminal as described above, so that it is possible to expect such an effect that data representing an equip- 
ment suiting the physical features and the taste of the user 12 himself or herself can be produced without specialized 
knowledge of the CAD utilizing each database in the server on the side of the producer, and ft is possible for a consumer 

40 himself or herself to design the appearance of an equipment while staying at home. 

(Second Embodiment) 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing the schematic internal construction of a personal equipment production system 
45 according to a second embodiment of the present invention. The personal equipment production system is, for exam- 
ple, a system for actually producing an equipment in accordance with an appearance designed in the personal design 
system which is described ir> the first embodiment. Although tiescription is made of a series of processing from the input 
of data to the production of an equipment in the present embodiment, therefore, the personal design system according 
to the first embodiment may be used for the production of product production data of an equipment having a designed 
so appearance from the input of user information such as sensibility. The same constituent elements as those in the first 
embodiment are assigned the same reference numerals, and the description thereof is not repeated. 

The personal equipment production system is constructed by connecting a server on the side of a producer pro- 
ducing an equipment (a product) and providing the produced equipment and a user terminal on the side of a user 
designing the appearance of the equipment through a network such as an internet. 
55 Description is now made of the construction of the server on the side of the producer. The server comprises a sen- 
sibility database 1 , a design and production database 102, and a product manufacturing section 103. 

The design and production database 1 02 stores design data and design and production data. The design data rep- 
resents the design of a basic model of an equipment which the producer can provide to the user. The design of the basic 
model of the equipment forms the basis for design conforming to the user's intention. The design and the production 
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data represents part information of the equipment, the part arrangement of the equipment the shape attrtoute of the 
equipment, and the like, and forms the basis for judgment as to whether or not an equipment having an appearance 
designed on the basis of sensibility data or the like obtained from a user 12 can be actually produced. The design and 
production database 102 may own judgment knowledge data used only when it is judged whether or not an equipment 
5 having an appearance designed on the side of the user 12 can be actually produced in addition to the design and pro- 
duction data. 

The product manufacturing section 103 comprises a production judging section 104, a part producing section 105, 
a coloring and patterning section 106, and a part assembling section 107. The production judging section 104 judges 
whether or not the appearance of the equipment designed on the basis of two data transmitted from the user terminal, 

w that is, command shape product production data (TDACOM) and command colored and patterned product production 
data (CDACOM) satisfies the production conditions set by design and production data in the design and production 
database 102. Specifically, with respect to a telephone set displayed on a monitor screen 1 16 of a displaying section 
shown in Fig. 3, safety indicating whether or not the strength thereof is sufficient is judged, and it is judged, when there 
is a common part (for example, an electronic circuit board) which is not changed by the design, whether or not the part 

is such as the electronic circuit board can be incorporated into a casing of the telephone set formed in conformity to the 
design. The command shape product production data (TDACOM) and the command colored and patterned product 
production data (CDACOM) are produced on the basis of user information inputted from the user 12 on the side of the 
user terminal. When the production conditions are not satisfied, the production judging section 104 transmits to the user 
terminal an indication signal indicating that the production conditions are not satisfied. When the user terminal receives 

20 the indication signal, the user terminal reports to the user 1 2 that the equipment cannot be actually produced in accord- 
ance with the designed appearance intended by the user 12. 

The product manufacturing section 105 is constituted by a device such as a three-dimensional plotter, and pro- 
duces each of parts relating to the design of the appearance of the equipment on the basis of the command shape prod- 
uct production data (TDACOM) fed from the user terminal. Consequently, previously prepared parts are used as parts 

25 such as a circuit board not relating to the design of the appearance of the equipment. Each of the parts relating to the 
design of the appearance of the equipment is produced by irradiating light on the basis of three-dimensional data cor- 
responding to the command shape product production data (TDACOM) onto a material composed of photo-curing resin 
using the three-dimensional plotter. The part may be produced by mounting an adjuster or the like on the existing metal 
mold. 

30 The coloring and patterning section 106 paints and patterns each of the parts relating to the design of the appear- 
ance of the equipment which are produced by the part producing section 1 05 on the basis of the command colored and 
patterned product production data (CDACOM) fed from the user terminal. 

The part assembling section 107 assembles the parts relating to the design of the appearance of the equipment 
which are patterned, fa example, by the coloring and patterning section 106 and the other parts not relating to the 
35 design of the appearance of the equipment on the basis of the above-mentioned design and production data. 

Description is now made of the construction of the user terminal on the side of the user. The user terminal is real- 
ized by using a personal computer or the like. The user terminal comprises a user information inputting section 1 1 . The 
user information inputting section 1 1 outputs sensibility data representing intention accepted in a tool (hereinafter 
referred to as an interface agent) 13 and data representing physical features such as image data accepted in a camera 
40 1 4 as user information to a sensibility classification and quantification processing section 1 17. 

The sensibility classification and quantification processing section 117 comprises a personal integrated sensibility 
database 1 18 of the user 12 which is previously constructed. The personal integrated sensibility database 1 18 may be 
produced or updated upon input of the user information. The personal integrated sensibility database 1 18 is produced 
using data relating to the sensibility of the user 12 (the user's intention) and data in the general sensibility database 1 
45 stored in the server. 

The sensibility classification and quantification processing section 1 1 7 classifies and quantifies sensbility data rep- 
resenting the inputted user information by collating the inputted user information with the personal integrated sensibility 
database 1 18, to produce a shape personal sensibility database 130 and a color and pattern personal sensibility data- 
base 131. The sensibility classification and quantification processing section 1 1 7 may produce the shape personal sen- 

so sibility database 130 and the color and pattern personal sensibility database 131 by collating the inputted sensibility 
data with the personal integrated sensibility database 118. Further, the sensibility classification and quantification 
processing section 1 1 7 produces personal data 1 9 on the basis of data such as the image data representing the user 
information. The shape personal sensibility database 130 represents the sensibility of the user 12 (the user's intention) 
relating to a shape, and the color and pattern personal sensibility database 131 represents the sensibility of the user 12 

55 (the user's intention) relating to a color and a pattern. 

An analysis and inference engine 121 synthesizes product shape production data 120 which is the design data rep- 
resenting the basic model of the equipment which is transmitted from the design and production database 102 and is 
selected by the user 12 in the user information inputting section 11, the shape personal sensibility database 130. the 
color and pattern personal sensibility database 131 , and the personal data 1 9, analyzes the data, and infers the design 
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of the appearance of the equipment desired by the user 12. The analysis and inference engine 121 produces shape 
product products data (TDA) and colored and patterned product production data (CDA) which represent the design 
of the appearance of the equipment designed by the user 12 on the basis of the sensibility of the user 12 (the user's 
intention) by the above-mentioned analysis and inference. 

A CAD data converting section 108 comprises a CAD interface section 123, a coloring and patterning interface sec- 
V I- a ", 3 9 f^ 6try en9i " e 12S The shape product Paction data (TDA) and the colored and patterned product 
production data (CDA) which are produced by the analysis and inference engine 121 are not formats (in the form of 
data) which can be applied to a CAD tool (not shown) provided in the user terminal. The CAD interface section 123 con- 
verts the shape product production data (TDA) into commands to which the CAD tool can be applied, to produce com- 
mand shape product design data (TDACOM). The coloring and patterning interface section 122 similarly converts the 
colored and patterned product production data (CDA) into commands, to produce command colored and patterned 
?T d3ta (CDACOM >- The Be 0 ™** en 9 in e 125 accepts the command shape product design data (TDA- 
COM) and the command colored and patterned product design data (CDACOM) which are produced, and changes the 
command shape product design data (TDACOM) and the command colored and patterned product design data (CDA- 
COM) into CAD data, to produce sensibility CAD data 26. 

Description is now made of processing from the input of an image by the sensibility of the user 12 (the user's inten- 
tion) to the production of an equipment on the basis of the above-mentioned construction. Figs. 4 and 5 are typical 
views showing the schematic processing on the side of the server. 

The design data representing the basic model of the equipment which is transmitted to the user terminal from the 
design and production database 102 in the sever is subjected to data processing in a graphics processing section 15 
in the user terminal, and is displayed on a display screen 145 of a displaying section in the user terminal. That is the 
basic model of the equipment is displayed on the display screen 145 of the displaying section in the user terminal Fur- 
ther the interface agent 13 is so displayed on the display screen that the sensibility data can be inputted from the user 
12. The user 1 2 selects a basic model 150 of an equipment suiting his or her taste out of basic models of a plurality of 
equipments displayed. The interface agent 1 3 is used, so that sensibility data representing the user's intention is input- 
ed from the user 12 visually recognizing the selected basic model. At this time, image data representing the shape of 
the fingers, for example, of the user 12 is accepted from the camera 1 4 located above the user terminal (see Fig 4A) 
The user .nformat.on inputting section 1 1 outputs to the sensibility classification and quantification processing section 
1 1 7 using as user information the accepted data such as the sensibility data and the image data 

The sensibility classification and qualification processing section 1 1 7 classifies and quantifies the sensibility data 
representing the g.ven user information by collating the user information with the personal integrated sensibility data- 
base 18. to produce the shape personal sensibility database 130 and the color and pattern personal sensbility data- 
base 131 Further the sensibility classification and quantification processing section 117 produces the personal data 
H^=! 5?"L , dat L SUCh 35 "* ima9e d3ta re P resentin 9 the information. The shape personal sensibility 
? Z J2 1 , and perSOnal sensibilitv dat abase 131 and the personal data 19 which are produced 
are outputted to the analysis and inference engine 1 2 1 . 

The analysis and inference engine 121 produces, when the shape personal sensibility database 130 the color and 

™1 P !I? 0n ? SenSibiHty d3tabaSe 131 and the perSOnal 19 are fed thereto ' the sha P e P^uct production data 
(TDA) by the shape personal sensibility database 130. the personal data 19, and the product shape production data 

.^^"3 ,h f se,ec,ed basic "ode" of the equipment, and produces the colored and patterned product produc- 
tiondata (CDA) by the color and pattern personal sensibility database 131 . the personal data 1 9. and the product shape 
production data 120 representing the selected basic model of the equipment. 

The produced shape product production data (TDA) is fed to the CAD interface section 123 in the CAD data con- 
verting sect.on 1 08. and is converted into the command shape product production data (TDACOM) in the CAD interface 
section 123. The command shape product production data (TDACOM) obtained by the conversion is transmitted to the 

iSSnT^^ SeCti0 " 103 in the 56rver thr0ugh ,he network The ""or* a "d Patterned product production 
data (CDA) is fed to the coloring and patterning interface section 122 in the CAD data converting section 108 and is 
converted into the command colored and patterned product production data (CDACOM) in the coloring and patterninq 
interface section 122. The command colored and patterned product production data is transmitted to the product man 
ufactunng section 103 in the server through the network. 

The production judging section 104 in the product manufacturing section 1 03 in the server produces a virtual equip- 
ment 1 60 on the basis of the command shape product production data (TDACOM) upon receipt of the command shape 
product production data (TDACOM) and the command colored and patterned product production data (CDACOM) The 
production judging section 104 judges whether or the virtual equipment 160 can be actually produced on the basis of 
the design and production data in the design and production database 1 02 (see Fig. 4B) 

The production judging section 1 04 transmits, when it judges that the virtual equipment 160 cannot be actually pro- 
duced^ signal indicating that production is impossible to the user information inputting section 1 1 in the user terminal 
It is indicated that the virtual equipment 160 cannot be produced in accordance with the design data displayed on the 
display screen 145 of the displaying section in the user terminal shown in Fig. 4A. On the other hand, when it is judged 
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that the virtual equipment 160 can be actually produced, the product manufacturing section 103 produces the equip- 
ment on the basis of the command shape product production data (TDACOM) and the command colored and patterned 
product production data (CDACOM). In this case, the sensibility CAD data 26 produced upon processing the command 
shape product production data (TDACOM) and the command colored and patterned product production data (CDA- 

5 COM) in the CAD data converting section 108 on the side of the user terminal is fed to the graphics processing section 
1 5. Tne graphics processing section 1 5 subjects the sensibility CAD data 26 to data processing, and displays an equip- 
ment 160a obtained by coloring and patterning the virtual equipment 160 on the display screen 145 of the displaying 
section in the user terminal (see Fig. 4C). 

The part producing section 105 in the product manufacturing section 103 produces three-dimensional part data 

io 162 representing the shape of the virtual equipment 160 on the basis of the fed design and production data in the 
design and production database 102 and the fed command shape product production data (TDACOM). For example, 
the shape of an equipment shall be determined by the shapes of a front surface package and a rear surface package. 
In this case, the part data 162 comprises data 164a representing the shape of a front surface package part and data 
164a representing the shape of a rear surface package part (see Fig. 4C). 

is The part producing section 105 in the product manufacturing section 103 divides the part data 162 into the data 
1 64a representing the shape of a front surface package part and the data 1 64b representing the shape of a rear surface 
package part (see Fig. 4D), and produces a front surface package part 166a and a rear surface package part 166b of 
the actual equipment by a three-dimensional plotter 165 for each data obtained by the division (see Fig. 5A). 

The coloring and patterning section 106 subjects the produced front surface package part 166a to surface grinding. 

20 and then paints and patterns the front surface package part 1 66a on the basis of the command colored and patterned 
product production data (CDACOM). The rear surface package part 166b is also subjected to surface grinding, and is 
painted and patterned, which is not illustrated. The part assembling section 107 assemblies the front surface package 
part 166a and the rear surface package part 166b which are painted and patterned and the other part 167 on the basis 
of the design and production data (see Fig. 5C), to complete an actual equipment 169 (see Fig. 5D). 

25 As described in the foregoing, when the design of the appearance of the equipment is determined by the user's 
intention in the user terminal, it is transmitted to the server through the network so that it is judged whether or not the 
equipment can be actually produced on the basis of the determined design. When it is judged that the equipment can 
be produced, the equipment is produced on the basis of the determined design of the appearance of the equipment. 
Consequently, the equipment is produced on the basis of the design determined by the user's intention, whereby the 

30 user can easily obtain the intended equipment (design). 

Although in the second embodiment, the command shape product production data (TDACOM) and the command 
colored and patterned product production data (CDACOM) are separately transferred to the server on the side of the 
producer from the user terminal, the two data may be transmitted as one data. 

Designing means 180 in the present invention comprises the sensibility classification and quantification processing 

35 section 1 1 7, the personal integrated sensibility database 1 1 8 ( the personal data 1 9, the shape personal sensibility data- 
base 1 30, the color and pattern personal sensibility database 1 31 . the product shape production data, the analysis and 
inference engine 121, the CAD data converting section 108, a change operating section 27, and a storing section 28. 
Although in the second embodiment as shown in Fig. 3, all the constituent elements are constructed on the side of the 
user terminal, they may be constructed in the server on the side of the producer in order to reduce the load on the user 

40 terminal. Further, they may be constructed on either side. 

According to the above-mentioned personal equipment production system, it is possible to realize a system per- 
forming processing from the design of the appearance of the equipment conforming to the user's intention to the pro- 
duction of the equipment based on the designed appearance, whereby the user can easily obtain the intended 
equipment. 

45 

(Third Embodiment) 

Fig. 6 is an image view showing the schematic construction of a personal design system according to a third 
embodiment of the present invention. The personal design system comprises a general sensibility database 209, a 
so basic model database 210, a user interface section 211. a taking-out section 216, a CAD system 217, a graphics 
processing section 218. and a displaying section 219. 

The general sensibility database 209 is one obtained by statistically processing data of a variety of persons, for 
example, one which is a correspondence between a sensible adjective expressing feelings in a case where a person 
touches something with his or her hands and wears something and a predetermined physical parameter. Examples of 
55 data to be stored include data which is a correspondence between a sensible adjective "warm" and a physical param- 
eter "red", for example. 

The basic model database 210 comprises a group of basic model data A, a group of basic model data representing 
six surface views B, and a group of deformed data representing six surface views C. The group of basic model data A 
is composed of basic model data A1 to An. The basic model data A1 to An represent basic models of equipments which 
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can be provided to a user 212. That is. the basic model data A1 to An form the basis for design of the appearance of 
an equipment in accordance with the user's invention. 

The group of basic model data representing six surface views B is composed of data representing six surface views 
such as a front view and a side view of the basic model. Data representing a front view B11, data representing a rear 
view B12, data representing a right side view B13, data representing a left side view B14, data representing an upper 
view B1 5, and data representing a bottom view B16 are constructed with respect to the basic model data A1 Data rep- 
resenting six surface views are constructed with respect to the other basic model data A2 to An, similarly to the basic 
model data A1 . 

The group of deformed data representing six surface views C is composed of deformed data representing six sur- 
face views obtained by deforming the data representing six surface views. The deformed data representing six surface 
views are obtained by the deformation based on a word representing the user's intention (hereinafter referred to as a 
sensible word). That is, the data representing six surface views represent six surface views such as a side view, a front 
view, and a bottom view previously designed for each sensible word such as a sensible word "fit one's hands" or a sen- 
sible word "increase a display panel". For example, deformed data representing a front view C1 11 is data obtained by 
changing the data representing a front view B1 1 in correspondence to the sensible word lit one's hands". The others 
of the deformed data representing six surface views are similarly constructed. 

The user interface section 21 1 accepts entry by the user 212 in inputting means such as a key and a mouse and 
outputs to the taking-out section 216 a basic model selection signal for taking out basic model data corresponding to 
the design of the basic model designated by the user 21 2. The user interface section 21 1 outputs to the taking-out sec- 
tion 1 6 a six surface view selection signal for taking out data, which corresponds to a view designated by the user 212 
out of six surface views (a front view, a side view, a rear view, and the like), out of the data representing six surface 
views. Further, the user interface section 21 1 outputs to the taking-out section 216 a sensible word representing the 
user's intention. 

The basic model selection signal, the six surface view selection signal and the sensible word are fed to the taking- 
out section 216 from the user interface section 21 1 The taking-out section 216 takes out. when the basic model selec- 
tion signal is fed thereto, basic model data designated by the basic model section signal from the basic model database 
210. and outputs the basic model data to the CAD system 21 7. The taking-out section 216 takes out. when the six sur- 
face view selection signal is fed thereto, data representing six surface views designated by the six surface view selec- 
tion signal from the basic model database 210. and outputs the data representing six surface views to the graphics 
processing section 218. Further, the taking-out section 216 takes out a predetermined physical parameter designated 
by the sensible word, and outputs the physical parameter to the CAD system 217 and the graphics processing section 
218. Specifically, the basic model selection signal, the six surface view selection signal and the sensible word from the 
user interface section 211 are fed to the takings section 216. so that the deformed data representing six surface 
views indicating two-dimensional data and the predetermined physical parameter which are designated by the sensible 
word are taken out, and are fed to the graphics processing section 218. Further, three-dimensional basic model data 
and the predetermined physical parameter are inputted to the CAD system 217. The deformed data representing six 
surface views indicating two-dimensional data designated by the sensible word may be outputted to the CAD system 

The CAD system 217 is realized by a three-dimensional CAD system or the like, and designs the appearance of a 
three-dimensional equipment intended by the user 212 when the tridimensional basic model data and the predeter- 
mined physical parameter are fed thereto. Further, the user 212 may accept the deformed data representing six sur- 
faces and design the appearance of the three-dimensional equipment. For example, a solid model obtained by 
accepting the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 out of the deformed data representing six surface views 
and extending the deformed front view toward the rear surface may be taken as the appearance of the three-dimen- 
45 stonal equipment reflecting the user's intention. 

The graphics processing section 218 performs data processing so that the data representing six surface views or 
the deformed data representing six surface views and the physical parameter which are fed from the taking-out section 
216 can be graphically displayed in a two-dimensional manner on the displaying section 219. The graphics processing 
section 218 may perform data processing, when the user respectively inputs sensibility to a plurality of planes (for 
so example, three planes), so that the three planes can be visually recognized in a three-dimensional manner. The graph- 
ics processing section 218 may process data so that tridimensional basic model data is displayed in a three-dimen- 
sional manner on the display screen. 

The displaying section 219 displays data on the basis of the data fed from the graphics processing section 218 
The production of the appearance intended by the user 212 in the above-mentioned construction will be described 
55 Fig. 7 is a typical view for explaining the selection of six surface views of a basic model. Fig. 8 is a typical view sche- 
matically showing an example of display in a case where basic model data representing a front view B1 1 is displayed 
on the display screen and input of a sensible word by the user 212. Fig. 9 is a front view in a case where deformed data 
representing a front view C1 1 1 obtained upon deformation based on a sensible word inputted from the user 212 is dis- 
played. 
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Before sensibility representing the user's intention is inputted, the appearances of a plurality of basic models cor- 
responding to basic model data stored in the basic model database 210 are grasped by the user 212. and the basic 
model preferred by the user 212 is selected. The user 212 may select a basic model by seeing and touching a sample 
of an actual equipment, may see and select a basic model displayed in a three-dimensional manner on a catalog or the 

5 like, or may see and select a basic model expressed in a three-dimensional manner on the display screen of the dis- 
playing section 219. The user 212 inputs the selected basic model to the user interface section 21 1 using the inputting 
means, and the user interlace section 21 1 outputs to the taking-out section 216 a basic model selection signal repre- 
senting basic model data corresponding to the basic model, for example, basic model data Al . 

The user 212 selects the basic model and inputs a plane S1 representing the selection of a front view out of six 

w surface views of a basic model a1 corresponding to the basic model data A1 to the user interface section 21 1 using the 
inputting means, as shown in Fig. 7. The user interface section 21 1 takes out a six surface view selection signal for des- 
ignating the data representing a front view B1 1 corresponding to the front view selected by the user 212. and outputs 
the six surface view selection signal to the taking-out section 216. 

The taking-out section 216 takes out the basic model data A1 from the basic model database 210 on the basis of 

is the led basic model selection signal, and outputs the basic model data A1 to the CAD system 217. Further, the taking- 
out section 216 takes out the data representing a front view B1 1 from the basic model database 210 on the basis of the 
fed su surface view selection signal, and outputs the data representing a front view B1 1 to the graphics processing sec- 
tion 218. The graphics processing section 218 subjects the fed data representing a front view B1 1 to data processing, 
and outputs data obtained by the data processing to the displaying section 219. The displaying section 219 displays the 

.\ data representing a front view B1 1 on the display screen, as shown in Fig. 8. 

The user 212 visually recognizes the data representing a front view B1 1, and inputs a sensible word 221 intended 
b> the user 212 to the user interface section 1 1 1 using the above-mentioned inputting means. That is. sensibility repre- 
senting the user's intention corresponding to the two-dimensional data representing a front view B1 1 is inputted to the 
uspi interface section 21 1 . For example, when a sensible word 222 lit one's hands'* out of sensible words 221 shown 
m Fig 8 is inputted, the sensible word 222 is outputted to the taking-out section 216. The taking-out section 21 6 takes 
out the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 from the basic model database 210 and takes out a predeter- 
m.ned physical parameter from the general sensibility database 209 on the basis of the inputted sensible word 222 lit 
one s hands", to output the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 and the physical parameter to the graphics 
processing section 218. The graphics processing section 218 subjects the deformed data representing a front view 
C u i and the physical parameter to data processing, so that data obtained by the data processing are displayed on the 
displaying section 219. For example, the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 in which recesses 230 are 
to med rs displayed, as shown in Fig. 9. In the user interface section 211, when the position on the data representing a 
from view B1 1 displayed on the displaying section 219 is inputted, and a sensible word is further inputted, the data rep- 
lesentmg a front view B1 1 may be partially patterned, for example, on the basis of the sensible word after performing 
the same processing as the foregoing, as shown in Fig. 7. 

F ui ther more, the user 21 2 can also visually recognize the data representing a front view B1 1 and input the sensible 
word 221 . and then visually recognize the other one of the data representing six surface views and further input a sen- 
srf*e word For example, when the user 212 inputs a plane S2 representing the selection of a side view of the basic 
made) al shown in Fig. 7 to the user interface section 211 using the inputting means, the user interface section 211 

4: outputs to the taking-out section 216 a six surface view selection signal for designating data representing a side view 
B 1 3 in the taking-out section 216, deformed data representing a side view is accepted from the basic model database 
2 10 on the basis of the sensible word 221 inputted the last time and the fed six surface view selection signal, and is 
outputied to the graphics processing section 218. Deformed data representing a side view C131 in which recesses 230 
aie lot med as shown in Fig. 10 is displayed on the displaying section 219. The user 212 can further input sensible 

45 words, for example, "increase the depth of the recesses 230" and "make the whole silverisrT by visually recognizing the 
delormed data representing a side view C131. 

The taking-out section 216 takes out a physical parameter from the sensibility database 209 on the basis of the 
sensible word inputted by the user 212 as described above, and the physical parameter is also outputted to the CAD 
system 217. Consequently, the CAD system 217 designs the appearance of a three-dimensional equipment intended 

so by the user 212 by the fed basic model data A1 and the physical parameter. The physical parameter may be outputted 
to the CAD system 217 every time the sensible word is inputted, or may be collectively outputted to the CAD system 
217 after the input of the sensible word by the user 212 is terminated. 

As described in the foregoing, the user 212 not reflects his or her intention while viewing an image of an equipment 
displayed in a three-dimensional manner (i.e.. being conscious of a solid) but indicates the intention with respect to a 

55 two-dimensional view. Consequently, the user 212 expresses the intention more easily, and can extract the intention 
more easily. Further, the sensible word is inputted with respect to two-dimensional data such as a front view of a basic 
model, and the two-dimensional data is subjected to data processing and is indicated to the user 212, whereby time 
required to perform data processing for display can be reduced. 
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(Fourth Embodiment) 

Fig. 1 1 is an image view showing the schematic internal construction of a personal design system according to a 
fourth embodiment of the present invention. The same constituent elements as those in the personal design system 
according to the third embodiment are assigned the same reference numerals, and the description thereof is not 
repeated. A basic model database 250 is so constructed as not to have the group of deformed data representing six 
surface views C m the basic model database 21 0 in the personal design system according to the third embodiment and 
hence, the description thereof is omitted. 

Data representing six surface views and a physical parameter taken out by a sensible word are given from a taking- 
out section 21 6 to a deformation processing section 251 . The deformation processing section 251 directly changes the 
data representing six surface views on the basis of the physical parameter. Specifically, when data representing a front 
data Bl i is inputted as shown in Fig. 8. and a sensible word 222 "fit one* hands' is further inputted, the data repre- 
senting a front view B1 1 is directly changed into deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 in which recesses 230 
are formed as shown in Fig. 9. The deformation processing section 251 changes the data representing a front view B1 1 
to the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 as described above, and similarly makes changes with respect to 
the other six surface views. 

Furthermore, the deformation processing section 251 comprises a judging section (not shown). The judging sec- 
tion judges, when each of the six surface views is changed in accordance with the physical parameter as described 
above, whether or not the appearance of an equipment can be suitably designed in a three-dimensional manner from 
deformed data representing six surface views with respect to the surface. That is. the judging section judges whether 
or not the data representing a front view B1 1 can be changed to the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 and 
deformed data representing a side view C131 or the like obtained by the change can be actually changed into three- 
dimensional data. When the deformation processing section 251 outputs, when the judging section judges that the 
appearance of an equipment can be deformed on a plane but cannot be accurately designed in a three-dimensional 
25 manner, a signal indicating that design is impossible to a user interface section 21 1a. 

The user interface section 21 1a comprises reporting means for reporting to a user 212 that the appearance of an 
equipment cannot be designed in a three-dimensional manner by a sensible word inputted by the user 212 The user 
interface section 21 1a reports to the user 212 that the appearance of an equipment cannot be designed in a three- 
dimensional manner using the reporting means when the above-mentioned signal is inputted. In this case it may be 
reported by being displayed on a display screen of a displaying section 219 or may be reported by voice 

The user interface section 21 1 a may be so constructed as to comprise personal information accepting means such 
as a camera. The user interface section 21 1a may accept personal information such as the appearance of the user 21 2 
using the personal information accepting means, and the deformation processing section 251 may produce the 
deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 so as to reflect the accepted personal information. In this case the size 
of the fingers, for example, is accepted, and the deformed data representing a front view C1 1 1 in which the depth and 
the size of recesses 230 are determined is produced on the basis of the size of the fingers. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 
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Rg. 12 is an image view showing the schematic internal construction of a personal design system according to a 
fifth embodiment of the present invention. The same constituent elements as those in the personal design system 
according to the third embodiment are assigned the same reference numerals, and the description thereof is not 
repeated. A basic model database 260 is so constructed as not to have the group of data representing six surface views 
B m the basic model database 250 in the personal design system according to the fourth embodiment, and the descriD- 
tion thereof is omitted. K 

A user interface section 21 1 b accepts entry by a user 212 in inputting means such as a key and a mouse and out- 
puts a basic model selection signal for designating basic model data corresponding to the design of a basic model des- 
ignated by the user 21 2 and a sensible word representing the user's intention to a CAD system 261 , and outputs a six 
surface view selection signal for designating data corresponding to a view designated by the user 212 out of six surface 
views (a front view, a side view, a rear view, and the like) to a two-dimensional data producing section 262. 

The CAD system 261 accepts a physical parameter from a general sensibility database 209 on the basis of the 
abovementioned sensible word, and further accepts basic model data from the basic model database 260 on the basis 
of the basic model section signal. The CAD system 261 designs the appearance of an equipment in a three-dimen- 
sional manner. 

JUn above - mentioned six surfa ce vi ew selection signal and data representing a three-dimensional equipment from 
the CAD system 261 are fed to the two-dimensional data producing section 262. The two-dimensional data producing 
section 262 produces data corresponding to each of the six surface views of the three-dimensional equipment on the 
basis of the data representing the three-dimensional equipment, and outputs data designated on the basis of the six 
surface view selection signal to a graphics processing section 218. Specifically, a front view, for example out of the six 
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surface views produced on the basis of data representing the designed appearance of the three-dimensional equipment 
is displayed on a displaying section 219, and the user 212 visually recognizes the front view. Consequently, the user 
212 further inputs sensibility while confirming the designed appearance of the actual equipment for each surface. 
Fig. 13A is a diagram showing the shematic construction ol a VR system for producing virtual reality with respect 

5 to the user 212, and Fig. 13B is a schematic view for explaining a VR globe of the VR system shown in Fig. 13A. The 
VR system comprises a VR goggle 231 for visually producing virtual reality, a VR globe 232 for tactually producing vir- 
tual reality, a detecting operation device 223 comprising a motor 223a for detecting the position of the VR globe 232 as 
well as driving the motor 223a to apply a force upward and downward and leftward and rightward throughout the VR 
globe 232 through a wire 223b, and a control device 224 for controlling each of the devices. The VR globe 232 applies 

io pressure to the user 212 and accepts the pressure applied from the user's fingers by constructing a plurality of pressure 
point stimulating elements 226 and pressure sensors 227 at predetermined spacing. 

The user 21 2 can virtually confirm the shape, the weight, the quality and the like of the designed appearance of the 
equipment by feeding to the VR system data representing a three-dimensional equipment produced in the third to fifth 
embodiments. The user 212 confirms whether or not the designed appearance of the equipment is the same as that as 

is intended. When the designed appearance differs from that as intended, the sensible word can be inputted, for example, 
again using the devices shown in the third to fifth embodiments. Three-dimensional data found in the first and second 
embodimerrts may be given to the VR system. 

According to the third embodiment to the fifth embodiment, the sensible word is inputted to two-dimensional data 
such as the data representing the front view of the basic model, the two-dimensional data is subjected to data process - 

20 ing, and data obtained by the data processing is indicated to the user, time required for the data processing may be 
small, whereby it is possible to quickly present to the user a corrected appearance reflecting the user's intention. 

(Sixth Embodiment) 

25 Fig. 14 is a block diagram showing the schematic construction of a personal design system according to a sixth 
embodiment. 

A designing section 301 comprises a sensible word inputting section 302. a general sensibility database 303, a 
sensible word processing section 304, a CG (Computer Graphic) production policy determining section 305. 

The sensible word inputting section 302 is so constructed as to display on a display screen (see Fig. 15) an image 
30 expressing words representing a user's intention (hereinafter referred to as sensible words), for example, antonyms 
"quiet" and "loud" or "old" and "new" alternatively or in SD (Semantic Differential) measures in five stages including a 
factor intermediate therebetween, and cause the user to select the image by a pointing device, for example, or the 
user's hands virtually displayed. 

The sensibility database 303 holds design parameters corresponding to the sensible words. For example, there 
35 shall be "shape", "pattern" and "color" as design factors. With respect to the lightness of the "color", for example, it is 
considered that design parameters corresponding to the sensible words "quiet" and "loud" and indicating using numer- 
ical values which degree of lightness is employed in "dark color" and "bright color" are held. With respect to the "shape", 
for example, it is considered that design parameters corresponding to the sensible words "old" and "new" and indicating 
using numerical values which degree of roundness is employed in "square shape" and "rounded shape" are held. This 
40 is, of course, one example. The present invention is not limited to the same. 

The sensible wad processing section 304 sets the level of each of the sensible words. That is, the design param- 
eters of each of the design factors are extracted from the sensibility database 303 on the basis of the inputted sensible 
words. 

The CG production policy determining section 305 infers the design of the appearance of an equipment on the 
45 basis of the extracted design parameters. For example, when "quiet" is selected as a sensible word, the degree to which 
a dark color is used is high, whereby it is inferred that the color of the surface of a casing of the equipment is, for exam- 
ple, is a blackish color. 

A three-dimensional modeling database 306 has as data a shape model of an equipment (a geometrical shape), a 
surface model (the color and the quality of a surface), a light source model (the size and the quality of a light source), 
so a motion model (the change in the form of the equipment), and a visual field model (the position of a viewing point, the 
direction of the line of sight, and the angle of visibility). 

A three-dimensional background database 307 has as data a shape model, a surface model, and the like with 
respect to a background, similarly to the above-mentioned database 306. As the background, background display data 
corresponding to environments such as the interior and the exterior of a house, a living room, a bedroom and a kitchen 
55 even in the same house, and the morning and the night even in the same living room are stored. 

A virtual reality processing section (modeling/rendering) 308 acquires predetermined model data from the three- 
dimensional modeling database 306 on the basis of inference information from the CG production policy determining 
section 305. When sensible words "old" and "quiet" are inputted, for example, a square model is employed as the shape 
model, and a blackish model is employed as the surface model. An equipment composed of the models is arranged in 
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Table 1 



Whole 


• overall impressions of the equipment having the designed appearance in an inherent use envi- 
ronment (evaluation of the size, the color, the shape, etc. on a spurious background) 


Operabilrty 


• whether or not the equipment is in the mode of operations for preventing erroneous operations 
(the size, the shape, the classification by color, etc. of a switch) 

• whether or not designed operations are performed by a driving section (opening or closing of a 
door) and a display panel 

• whether or not the equipment is easy to use 

• whether or not the equipment does not have an unnecessary function 

• whether or not the equipment has a necessary function 


Effect of Lighting 


• ease of seeing an operation panel and a switch by light and brightness of lightning 

• evaluation of the color of the appearance of the equipment depending on the difference in light- 
ing 
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As previously described, the personal design system according to the sixth embodiment accepts input of a sensible 
word representing the user's intention in a state where an image is recognized, and changes three-dimensional equip- 
ment display data on the basis of the inputted sensible word representing the intention. However, it may change design 

25 parameters corresponding to the sensible word in the database 306 in correspondence to the change of the three- 
dimensional equipment display data, or separately have data to be changed. That is. there are cases such as a case 
where the general sensibility database 303 is based on the sensibility of a standard person statistically processed and 
a case where the sensibility, the physical features and the like of the user 312 himself or herself differ from those of the 
standard person, a difference may. in some cases, arise between the sensibility of the user 312 and the parameters in 

30 the sensibility database 303. In such a case, the appearance of the equipment accurately reflecting the user's intention 
(the sensibility of the user) is designed by changing the design parameters corresponding to the sensible word in cor- 
respondence to the change of the three-dimensional equipment display data. Although in the sixth embodiment, a 
three-dimensional image is recognized by virtual reality. The present invention is not limited to the same. The three- 
dimensional image may be displayed on a CRT. 

35 As described in the foregoing, according to the sixth embodiment, such an effect that the convenience of use of the 
equipment having the appearance designed under a certain environment by the recognition of the image, for example, 
the ease of seeing the display panel under a fluorescent lamp in a room or the matching of the interior of the room and 
the equipment can be evaluated is produced. 

As described in the personal design system according to the first embodiment, the personal design system accord- 

40 ing to the third to sixth embodiments may be constructed in a server and a user terminal. In this case, the load on the 

user terminal may be reduced by storing a database and the like in the server.-for example, and sending andTeceiving — 

data in communication. 

Although the present invention has been described and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood that the same is 
by way of illustration and example only and is not to be taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope of the present 
45 invention being restricted only by the terms of the appended claims. 

Claims 

1 . A personal design system comprising: 

so 

a server storing a sensibility database of a standard person statistically processed; 
a user terminal network-connected to the server; 

a user information inputting section provided in the user terminal for inputting user information such as sensi- 
bility from a user; 

55 a displaying section provided in the user terminal for displaying an image; 

designing means for designing the appearance of an equipment suiting the taste of the user on the basis of 
said user information sent from said user information inputting section; and 

graphics processing means for producing image display data representing the designed appearance of said 
equipment and outputting the image display data to said displaying section. 
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2. The personal design system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said user information includes sensibility data of the user and personal information data such as the Dhvsical 
features of the user. 

5 

3. The personal design system according to claim 1 , wherein 

said designing means comprises a sensbility classification and quantification processing section connected to 
said user information inputting section for classifying and quantifying said user information, and a personal 
information database storing said user information of the user obtained by the classification and quantification 
in the sensibility classification and quantification processing section. 

4. The personal design system according to claim 3, wherein 

said server comprises a product shape production database storing the design of a basic model and a knowl- 
edge base storing production knowledge for producing the basic model, and 

said designing means comprises an analysis and inference engine for producing design production data cor- 
responding to the sensibility of the user on the basis of said sensibility database, said product shape produc- 
tion database, said knowledge base, and said personal information database. 

5. The personal design system according to claim 4, wherein 

said designing means further comprises a CAD interface for converting said design production data to produce 
CAD data, and a CAD tool for producing sensibility CAD data based on said user information from said CAD 

25 data, 

said CAD interface and said CAD tool being provided in said server, said produced sensibility CAD data being 
transmitted to the user terminal from said server. 
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The personal design system according to claim 4, wherein 

said designing means comprises a CAD interlace for converting said design production data to produce CAD 
data, and a CAD tool for producing sensibility CAD data based on said user information from said CAD data 
said CAD interface and said CAD tool being provided in the user terminal. 

35 7. A personal equipment production system comprising: 

a server storing a sensibility database of a standard person statistically processed; 
a user terminal network-connected to the server; 

a user information inputting section provided in the user terminal for inputting user information such as sensi- 
40 bility from a user; 

a displaying section provided in the user terminal for displaying an image; - 

designing means for designing the appearance of an equipment suiting the taste of said user on the basis of 
said user information sent from said user information inputting section; 

graphics processing means for producing image display data representing the designed appearance of said 
equipment and outputting the image display data to said displaying section; 

a design and production database provided in said sever and composed of design and production data 
required to design the appearance of the equipment and produce the equipment having the designed appear- 
ance; and 

producing means provided in said server for accepting the designed appearance of the equipment from said 
designing means and accepting said design and production data from said design and production database to 
produce the equipment having the designed appearance. 

8. The personal equipment production system according to claim 7, wherein 

55 said user information includes sensibility data of the user and personal information data such as the Dhvsical 

features of the user. 

9. The personal equipment production system according to claim 7, wherein 



45 



50 



18 

BNSDOCID: <EP 0790584A2J_> 



EP 0 790 584 A2 



said producing means comprises a judging section for judging whether or not the equipment having the 
designed appearance sent from said designing means can be actually produced. 

10. The personal equipment production system according to claim 7, wherein 

said producing means comprises a part producing section for producing parts of said equipment on the basis 
of the designed appearance of the equipment, a coloring and patterning section for coloring and patterning the 
parts produced in said part producing section on the basis of the designed appearance of the equipment, and 
a part assembling section for assembling the parts colored and patterned in said coloring and patterning sec- 
io tion into the equipment on the basis of said design and production data. 

11 . A personal design system so adapted as to design the appearance of an equipment in a three-dimensional manner 
on the basis of a word representing intention, comprising 

is means for displaying a two-dimensional view relating to said equipment projected on a predetermined surface 

on an image displaying section and displaying a corrected two-dimensional view obtained by the correction 
based on the word representing intention on said image displaying section when the word is inputted. 
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12. The personal design system according to claim 11, further comprising 

a database previously storing data representing the two-dimensional view relating to said equipment projected 
on said predetermined surface. 

13. The personal design system according to claim 1 1 , wherein 

the data representing the two-dimensional view relating to said equipment projected on said predetermined 
surface is produced on the basis of three-dimensional data of the equipment 

14. The personal design system according to claim 1 1 , further comprising 

a database previously storing data representing said corrected two-dimensional view. 

15. The personal design system according to claim 11, further comprising 

35 correcting means for correcting the data representing said two-dimensional view on the basis of said word to 

produce the data representing said corrected two-dimensional view. 

16. The personal design system according to claim 1 1 , further comprising 

40 judging means for judging whether or not the appearance of the equipment can be suitably designed in a three- 

dimensional manner from the data representing the corrected two-dimensional view with respect to each sur- 
face. 

17. A personal design system comprising: 

45 

a database holding a design parameter corresponding to a word representing intention; 

an equipment appearance designing section for designing the appearance of an equipment on the basis of 

said word representing intention; 

means for producing three-dimensional equipment display data of the equipment having the appearance 
50 designed in said appearance designing section on the basis of design data of the equipment; 

means for producing three-dimensional background display data corresponding to a use environment of the 
equipment; and 

means for synthesizing said three-dimensional equipment display data and said three-dimensional back- 
ground display data and making a person image-recognize data obtained by the synthesis. 

55 

18. The personal design system according to claim 1 7, wherein 

said means for making the person image-recognize the data obtained by the synthesis is a virtual reality 
device. 
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19. The personal design system according to claim 17, further comprising 

means for changing said three^imensional background display data in response to a person's request. 

20. The personal design system according to claim 1 7, further comprising 

means tor accepting input of the word representing intention in a state where the person is made to im*n* ,~ 
^ bV Chan9in9 the desi ^ -PP-anJe '^^^^^ 
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Fig. IB 
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